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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
Although winter weather caused many people who work in seasonal industr i es to drop out of the labor 
force, the local unemployment rate in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area fell to an all-ti me February 
low of 3.8 percent. Resident employment fell fran 23,550 to 23,500, wh ile unemployment declined from 
l,CHO to g20. During the month, there were layoffs in apparel manufacturing , construction, and retail 
trade . Seasonal joh gains were reported in local schools . The resulting local unemployment rate of 3.8 
percent was below the 4.1 percent recorded in January. The local Februa ry rate was considerably below 
corresponding state and national unemployment rates of 5.9 percent and 7.2 percent, respectively. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The number of unemployed in the Biddeford Labor Market Area dec l ined to 1,530 in February from 1,640 in 
January. The corresponding unemployment rate fell to· 6.5 percent from 6.9 percent, but was above the 
rate of 5.7 percent recorded a year ago. Resident employment dropped slightly to 22,180 in February 
from 2:? , 190 in January. A year ago resident employment stood at 22 ,310. Over-the-month employment 
losses in apparel manufacturing and contract construction were offset by gains in retail trade and state 
and lo cal government. The local February unemployment rate of 6.5 percent was above the statewide rate 
of 5.g pe rcent, but below the national rate of 7 . 2 percent. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Lewiston-Auburn Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) fell by one full per-
centage point from 7.6 percent in January to 6.6 percent in February. At the same time, the state's 
unemployment rate dropped from 6.8 percent to 5.9 percent, while the national rate dipped from 7. 3 per-
cent to 7.2 percent. Local resident employment rose by 300 to 36,600 in February. During the month, 
joh gains were recorded in rubber and miscellaneous plastics products manufacturing; finance, insurance, 
and real estate; and business, health, and eductional services. Layoffs occurred in textile and shoe 
manufacturing and wholesale and retail trade. Unemployment fel l fran 2,800 in January to 2,600 in Febru-
ary, which resulted in the lowest local February unemployment rate recorded in the MSA since 1980. 
PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Portland Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) fell to 3.0 percent in Febru-
ary, down from 3.4 percent last roonth. February's rate was slightly above the rate of 3. 1 percent 
recorderl a year ago. The number unemployed was 3,400 in February, a decline of 500 from January and 
equal to a year ago. Resident employment in February rose to 109,400 from 109,300 in January and 
107,800 a year ago. Over-the-month employment losses were r ecorded in contract construct i on, apparel 
manufacturing, and wholesale and retail trade. In the apparel industry 100 workers were laid-off from 
the Health-tex plant which is closing. Employment gains occurred in state and local government as 
work-study students returned to the University of Southern Maine after the semester break. Also, gains 
occurrect in nondomestic services. Compared with the state and national unemployment rates of 5.9 
percent and 7.2 percent respectively, Portland's rate of 3.0 percent remained very low. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The employment situation in the Rumford Labor Market Area improved in February. Resident employment 
rose from 7,190 in January to 7,230 in February, as job gains in shaped wood products manufacturing, ski 
resorts, and local schools outnumbered seasonal layoffs in construction and retail trade. Total jobless-
ness in the area declined from 710 to 560. As a result, the local unemployment rate fell from 9.0 per-
cent to 7.2 percent. Between January and February, the state's unemployment rate declined from 6.8 per-
cent to 5.9 percent, while the national rate dropped from 7.3 percent to 7.2 percent. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
A decline in the number unemployed in February led to a drop in the unemployment rate in the Waterville 
Labor Market Area. Employment rose from 20,170 in January to 20,220 in February, while the number unem-
ployed dropped fron 1,460 to 1,240. As a result, the unemployment rate for the area fell from 6.7 per-
cent to 5.8 percent. A year ago the unemployment rate was also 5.8 percent, with slightly higher employ-
ment and unemployment levels of 20,290 and 1,250, respectively. This February, the local unemployment 
rate of 5.8 percent was just below the statewide rate of 5.9 percent yet well below the nation al rate of 
7.2 percent. In the nonfann sector, most employment gains can be .attributed to an over-the-month 
increase in the number of work-study students at Colby and Thomas colleges and a modest increase in 
apparel manu fact u ring. 
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M A I N E D E P ·A R T M F N r O F 
I_J1:~J!~'-! \ BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY 
Div111on of Economic Analysis and ReMarch 
STATISTICAL 
DATA 
SERIES : CLJ,' 2 -'d/ 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES ll 
LABOR FC • ~E ~ RESIDENT EMPLOYED UNEMPLOYMENT 
AREAS 
Feb. 87 Jan. 87 Feb . 86 Feb . 87 Jan. 87 Ft>h Rn FPh. 87 .l;in. 87 
MAINE-Statewide . . . . .... . .. .. ... 533.9 535.7 536.3 502.6 499 . 3 503 .2 31.3 36 .4 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor MSA . . . ...... ...... . . • 38, 900 38,500 40,500 36,700 35 , 700 38,100 2,200 2,800 
Lewiston-Auburn MSA ... .. .... . 39 ,200 39 ,300 39 ,900 36 ,600 36 ,300 36 ,800 2,600 3,000 
Portland MSA . . . . ...... ... ... . 112 ,800 113,200 111,200 109,400 109,300 107 ,800 3,400 3,900 
Portsmouth-Dover· 
Rochester MSAlf . . .. . . . . .. . n/a 122,800 117 ,600 n/a 119,000 113, 700 n/a 3,800 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta . . .. . , . .... . .. . .... 29 ,960 29 ,960 30,480 28,060 28, 140 28, 730 1,900 1,820 
Bath-Brunswick . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 24,420 24,560 24,110 23 ,500 23,550 23,020 920 1,010 
Belfast ..... '' .. . -· ···· 9, 710 9,880 10 ,310 8,660 8,660 9, 150 1,050 1,220 
Biddeford . .. . 23,710 23,830 23,6 70 22, 180 22,190 22,310 1,530 1,640 
Boothbay Harbor.Wiscasset .. . . . 10 ,500 10,480 ll, 100 9 ,890 9,700 10 , 380 610 780 
Calais-Eastport . .. .. 12,S20 12,4fi0 12 ,400 11,040 10,RlO 10, 940 l,4BO 1,650 
Caribou-Presque Isle ..... .. .. . . 2(] , 750 20 ,liOO 20,810 lB ,5~i0 lB, 130 19,070 2 ,2DO 2,370 
Central Penobscot . .... . . .. . ... ? ,490 2,520 2,440 2,290 2,270 2,250 20() 250 
Dover-FoKcrolt . . .. ' . . . . .... 6,240 6,450 6,320 5,850 5 ,B90 5, 910 390 560 
Ellsworth . ... ... ... .. ... . . .... 19 ,410 19,700 19 ,440 17 ,540 17, 5 70 17 , 560 1,870 2 ,130 
Farmington . . . . . . . . . . . 12 ,050 11,700 12,170 11,320 10,860 1-1 , 280 730 840 
Fort Kent-Allagash . ... .. .. . . ... 4 ,870 4,870 5,070 4,460 4,410 4,610 410 460 
Greenville .... 
-··· 1,190 1,260 1,380 1,110 l, 180 1,280 80 80 
Houlton . . . ..... . . . .. .. 5,340 5,440 5,490 4,980 4,970 5,100 360 470 
Kittery-York 3/ .. .. . . .. . ..... . .. 27,270 27,270 26 ,490 26,630 26,600 25 ,890 640 670 
Lincoln-Howland . .. ........... 5,000 5,150 5,290 4,710 4, 740 4,880 290 410 
Livermore Fells ... ... .. ... . . . .. 3 ,920 3 ,900 4,030 3,540 3, 510 3,670 380 390 
Madawaska-Van Buron . . . ..... 3,480 3,580 3,540 3,090 3,070 3,130 390 510 
Mll llnocket-East Mllllnocket ..... 4,020 4,200 4,320 3,800 3,820 3,980 220 380 
Norway·Parls . . ... ... .... ... .. . 10,560 10,820 10,580 9,960 9,990 9,640 600 830 
Patton-Island Falls . .. .. . . ... . . . 2 ,310 2 ,290 2,200 2,170 2,130 2,050 140 160 
Rockland . ..... ... .. . .. ... . . 16 ,490 16 ,450 16 , 320 15 ,5 30 15 ,240 15, 190 960 1,210 
Rumford ... .... . .... . .... . .. . . 7 ,790 7,900 8,070 7,230 7, 190 7 ,390 560 710 
Sanford .. ... ..... .. . ....... . 14 ,fil O 14, 590 14, 790 13, 7 90 13,510 13, 700 820 1,080 
Sebago Lakes Reg ion . . . . . . .. . 10,750 10,700 10,530 10,310 10, 170 10,060 440 530 
Skowhegan . .. ............... 22,360 22,650 21,910 20, 520 20 , 530 19, 990 1,840 2,120 
Southwest Penobscot ... . .. . ... 9,940 9,960 10,050 9,040 8 ,990 9,120 900 970 
Watervllle . . . . .. ' . ... . . . . ... 21,460 21,630 21,540 20,220 20, 170 20,290 1,240 1,460 
OTHER N[W rNOLAN D STATES 
Connoctlcut ri/,1 1 , I?.]. f> l ,6Y 11.ll n/a l , hb~ .3 1,619 .9 n/a nB.3 
Massachusetts . . . .. . . . ...... 3 ,002 .o 3,020.0 3,009.0 2 ,884 .o 2 ,89 7 .o 2 ,881.0 117.0 123.0 
New Hampshire ... ...•... . . ... 556.0 556.4 543.4 540.9 539.9 523.6 15.2 16. 5 
Rhode Island . . . .. . .. . .. .. . . ... 504.9 505.4 500.8 481.3 482.6 475.3 2 3 .6 22 .8 
Vermont. 
. .. · · · · ·· · ··· .. .. 294.3 293.5 286.2 279.4 278. 3 269.9 14.9 15 . 2 
NEW ENGLAND STATES . .... .. . . . n/a 6,634.6 6,575.6 n/a 6,352.4 6,272.9 n/a 282 . 2 
UNITED STATES 4/ . . . . 117,%7 117,703 115, 725 109 ,464 109 ,084 106.685 R i:.n, R i;?n 
M SA Mot,oµollt .rn ! ,t., tl~ th: a l Area 
Nole: n/a lndlcolos lhal lhe lnlormatlon was nol available al lhe lime of printing. Employment and unemployment may nol add to labor force due lo rounding. 
FoolnolH 
JI ubor torr.a. omplo yment, and unemploymenl dala for all areas nol seasonally adjusted. Estimates made independently lor each labor market area have been benchmarked to and 
extrapo lated from lhe Current Population Survey estimates lor the state. All data adlusted to place ol residence basis. Excludes members of the Armed Forces . 
.2J Cun ent ancl lasl month figures prollmlnary: year ago llgures revised . 
.;JJ Klllory York Is lho olghHown Maine portion ol the Portsmouth -Dover-Rochester MSA which Includes towns In both Maine and Now Hampshire. 
jj Nallonal esllmalos based on a oample of household visits; state estimates based on enlargements of employment figures reported . 
THESE DATA ARE DEi/ELOPED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
MA IN E DEPARTMENT O F 1)4),. 
. ·. JI .. ' :· OVMENT SECURITY I _jJ\. , ~"'" M ..... ,! l ~~:::~1°:0:::c Analysis -.d A-ch 70 Union Sl •P e 
UNEM PLOYMEN T RATE 
F<>h Rn F c.h P.7 .Lan R 7 Foh Rn 
33.1 5.9 6.8 6. 2 
2,400 5.7 7.3 5.9 
3,100 6.6 7.6 7.8 
3,400 3.0 3.4 3.1 
3,900 n/a 3.1 3. 3 
1,750 6.3 6. 1 5.7 
1,090 3.8 4.1 4.5 
1,160 10.8 12.3 11.3 
1,360 6.5 6.9 5.7 
720 5.8 7.4 6.5 
l ,4fi0 11 .8 13.2 11.8 
1,740 10.6 11.6 B.4 
240 8.0 9.9 9.6 
410 6.3 B.7 6.5 
1,880 9.6 10 . 8 9.7 
890 6. 1 7.2 7.3 
460 8.4 9.4 9.1 
100 6.7 6. 3 7.2 
390 6. 7 8.6 7.1 
600 2.3 2.5 2.3 
410 5.8 8. 0 7.8 
360 9.7 10.0 8.9 
410 11.2 14.2 11.6 
340 5.5 9.0 7.9 
940 5.7 7.7 8.9 
150 6.1 7. 0 6.8 
1, 130 5.8 7. 4 6.9 
680 7.2 9.0 8.4 
1,090 5.6 7.4 7.4 
470 4.1 5.0 4.5 
1, 920 8.2 9.4 8.8 
930 9.1 9.7 9.3 
1,250 5.8 6.7 5.8 
79.9 n/d 4.0 4.7 
128.0 3.9 4.1 4. 3 
19.9 2.7 3. 0 3.7 
25 . 5 4.7 4.5 5.1 
16. 3 5.1 5.2 5.7 
302 . 7 n/a 4.3 4.6 
q n.1.1 7 ? 7 3 7 8 
Labo, Mo,ket lnfonnation Smices ]I[I 
EMPLOYMENT SITUATION 
-~ 
t-, 
ST AT I ST IC AL 
DATA 
SERIES: ES-2 -8 / FEBRUARY 1987 ..... -~~~~~~~~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~-
SUPPLEMENT TO THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELEASE ti.} 
:D ):;, A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAS 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA 
Unemployment rosP. during February in the Augusta Labor Market Area. The number unemployed increase~ from 1,820 in 
,January to 1,900 in February, while resident employment fell from 28,140 to 28,060. The resultant unemployment rate 
of 6.3 percent was both higher than the 6.1 percent recorded in January and the rate of 5.7 percent of a year ago. 
This February the local unemployment rate was above the statewide rate of 5.9 percent but was below the national 
rate of 7.2 perce nt. In the nonfarm sector between January and February, manufacturing employment declined with lay-
offs in the apparel industry associated with reduct ions at Health-tex. Nonmanufacturi ng 1 asses occurred in contract 
construct ion rrnd retail trade, while gains occurred in state and local government. 
BANGOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Economic conditions in the Rangor Metropolitan· Statistical Area (MSA) improved in February. Resident employment 
climbed fr om 3S ,700 in January to 37,100 in February, while unemployment decreased from 2,800 to 2,200. As a re-
sult, the lo cnl unemploymE~nt rate declined from 7.3 percent to 5.7 percent. A year ago the local unemployment rate 
stood at 5.9 percent and 2,400 persons were unemployed. Corresponding state and national unemployment rates for 
this February were 5.9 percent and 7.2 percent, respectively. Manufacturing employment increased slightly between 
January and February, with gains occurring in lumber and wood products, textile mill products, and paper and allied 
products. Employment losses were noted in food and kindred products and petroleum and coal products. In nonmanufac-
turing, employment gains in finance, insurance, and real estate; nondomestic services; and state and local govern-
ment were partially offset by employment losses in contract construction and wholesale and retail trade. Construc-
tion is ne arly 50 percent complete at Penobscot Energy Recovery's waste-to-energy facility in Orrington. The firm 
anticipates that construction will bP comph::t ed by December 1987 and that the plant should become operational in 
early 1988. The total output of electricity will be 25 megawatts. Penobscot Energy Recovery has contracted with 
the 13angor Hydro-Electric Company to provide an anticipated 20 megawatts of electricity to the utility as a 
c o - gene r a to r • 
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YAINf D(,AAYU(NT OF 
l..jf !l ~-~ '-! \ :~:,::~0~::o::~::,~:::•:•~::.."" CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE COUNTY 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 21 UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
COUNTY jj_ Feb. 87 Jan. 87 Feb. 86 Feb. 87 Jan. 8 7 Feb. 86 Feb. 87 Jan. 87 
ANDROSCOGGIN ....... . ... . . .. . .... 44,970 45, 160 45, 720 2,970 3,450 3,460 6.6 7.6 
AROOSTOOK . ... . .... . ..... . .. . . . ... 36 ,020 35,960 36 ,410 3,430 3,910 3,090 9.5 l0o9 
CUMBERLAND ...... .. ... ... . .. . . .... 120,570 121,020 118,900 3,630 4,210 3,760 3 .o 3.5 
FRANKLIN .......... . ...... . ........ 12,050 11, 700 12,170 730 840 890 6.1 7.2 
HANCOCK . ... . ... . ....... . ....... . . 19,410 19,700 19,440 1,870 2,130 1,880 9.6 10.8 
I 
KENNEBEC .. ..... . ... . . . ... .. ..... . . 49, 960 50, 150 50,540 3,030 3,190 2, 900 6.1 6.4 
KNOX . . .. . .... .. ..... . .... .. .. . .. . .. 14,690 14 ,670 14, 510 880 1,120 1,000 6.0 7.6 
LINCOLN . ............. . . . .. . .... .. .. 12,780 12, 740 13,380 720 900 880 5.6 7.1 
OXFORD ... . . . . .. . .... . ... .. .. .. .... 20 ,370 20,700 20,630 1,190 1,580 1,650 5.8 7.6 
PENOBSCOT .... . .. .. ..... .. ........ 59, 970 59 ,830 62 ,070 3,800 4,690 4,210 6.3 7.8 
PISCATAQUIS ..... .. . . .... .... .. . .... 7,430 7, 720 7,700 470 650 510 6.3 8.4 
SAGADAHOC . .......... ... ....... .. 12, 940 12,980 12,850 570 590 690 4.4 4.5 
SOMERSET .. ..... .. .. . ... .. ..... .. . 22 ,360 22 ,650 21, 910 1,840 2,120 1, 920 8. 2 9.4 
WALDO .. ... . ........ . . . . . . . ..... .. 10 ,880 11,050 11,540 1, 150 1,350 1,280 10.6 12.2 
WASHINGTON . ... .. . . . .... . . .... . . .. 12 ,520 12,460 12 ,400 1,480 1,650 1,460 llo8 13.2 
YORK ... .. .. . . . .. .. . .. . . . .. .. . .. .. . 77 ,050 77, 160 76,170 3,550 3,990 3,550 4 .. 6 5.2 
_l! Labor force, employment , and unemployment data are not seasonally adjusted. All data are on a place of residence basis. Members of the armed forces are excluded . 
~ Current and last month figures preliminary; year ago figures revised. 
THESE DATA ARE DEVELOPED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
STATISTICAL DATA SERIES: CCLF 2-87 
RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
Feb. 86 Feb. 87 Jan. 87 Feb. 86 
: 
7.6 42,000 41, 710 42,260 
8.5 32,590 32,050 33,320 
3.2 116,940 116,810 115,140 
7.3 11,320 10 ,860 11,280 
9.7 17 ,540 17,570 17,560 
5.7 46,930 46,960 47,640 
6.9 13,810 13,550 13,510 
6.6 12,060 11,840 12,500 
8.0 19,180 19,120 18,980 
6.8 56,170 55,140 57,860 
6.6 6,960 7,070 7,190 
5.,4 12,370 12,390 12,160 
8.8 20,520 20,530 19,990 
11.1 9, 730 9, 700 10,260 
11.8 11,040 10,810 10,940 
4.7 73,500 73, 17 0 72 ,620 
Labor Market Information Services m 
